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Theoretical Orthopedagogics addresses
the important aspects of orthopedagogics,
such as its general organization, its
origins and its evolution with special
attention to various movements,
strategies, foundations... An annual
study trip, in which students study the
policy and organization of care provision
with attention to innovative initiatives
in the orthopedagogical field, forms an
important part of the course. The overal
theme of the study trip in the 2023-2024
academic year was 'experience as a
compass', in which the development and
implementation of experiential
knowledge within the orthopedagogical
context was given a central place. 

Not all experiential knowledge is
easily integrated. Ethical
considerations must always be taken
into account. Efforts should be made
to find alternative ways to
incorporate these difficult to integrate
perspectives. 
Experiential knowledge does not
always receive the recognition it
deserves. There is no established
status for experts by experience
within higher education. 
The sharing of experiential knowledge
within the secure confines of higher
education is under pressure due to
the digitalization of higher education. 

Experiential knowledge requires...

... time. The study trip is an ideal opportunity for
students to engage with experts by experience (EBEs),
reflect and  contextualize experiences. 
... support – before, during, and after the sharing of the
experiences. It involves assessing what EBEs are
comfortable with and their needs. Support does not
equate to taking over. 
... debriefing. How did the EBEs perceive the session?
What questions do students still have? Is there space for
students to contribute their own experiential knowledge? 
... flexibility. EBEs should be able to share their story in
their own way. 
... involvement and proximity, promoting mutual
alignment, trust, the quality of the course... 
 ... challenges and complements academic knowledge at
the same time. Incorporating experiential knowledge
allows for multiperspectivism.

HOW DOES THIS COURSE WORK?
LESSONS LEARNED

CHALLENGES

Year: 3rd Bachelor
Number of EBEs: 2 to 5 
Number of students: 174 
Number of staff: + 20

Lead instructors: 2
Other involved staff
members: + 20 

Study time: 210 hours
Number of credits: 7.0
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