
coteaching 
‘Community based work’

How does this course work? 
In the development of this course, a team consisting of two teachers and one expert by 
experience constructed the entire curriculum. The course comprised 10 classes, with half of 
them being team-taught by an expert by experience and a teacher, while the remaining classes 
were conducted by individual teachers, people with lived experience or professionals from the 
field. Throughout the course creation process, particular emphasis was placed on incorporating 
lived experiences, achieved through the inclusion of videos and texts written by individuals 
with experiential knowledge."

What are challenges? 
• Students adress the need for a more integrated approach in theory, 

practice, lived experience and course material.
• Mixing knowledge by experience and theory can create uncertainty for 

students. 
• Integrating different sources of knowledge takes time. 
• Lived experiences can trigger students’ own experiences, there is more 

need for ‘after care’.

What are lessons learned? 
• Sharing lived experiences supports an integrated learning of theory.
• There are complementary ways to embed knowledge by experience 

without the presence of an expert by experience.
• Relationship-building is essential for effective collaboration.
• Trust and a secure working environment are pivotal, especially during 

moments requiring flexibility.
• Co-teaching is highly valued by students and contributes to enhanced 

learning outcomes.
• Clarity, well-defined project goals, and the presence of a supportive 

staff member at the outset are essential.
• Experiencing and understanding lived knowledge prepares future 

professionals to acit with confidence. 
• Real-life examples can be challenging and intricate, underscoring the 

importance of creating a safe and constructive pedagogical space.
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• 409 students
• 10 classes
• 40 hours of co-teaching
• 40 hours of preparation
• 1 photovoice evaluation
• 2 evaluation meetings
• Videos


